
T ' . M . I DINING AND exas agazme ENTERTAINMENT 

f the United tare s is the melt ing pot of the world, then surely ' Icxa 
can be ca lled the melti ng pot of the United State s, And luck)' li S••• 

Be ides gaining some new friend s, many'of these "transplanted " 
Texa ns have brought with them a desire and the skills to sha re the ir 
nat ive culinarv delights. And now we can add ' Sweet Bella' lU th e 
la test list of grea t th ings we Texans can en joy, thanks to New Yorker 
An nette Lansdowne 's love - and lon ging - fo r a good pizza , 

Partners Annette Lan sd owne and 

Ste ve Engel are no st ra nge rs to th e 

rest aurant b usi ness, Annette h as 

been a co ns ul tan t to restaurants for 

some time a nd eve n pub lished a mag­

az ine fo r th e food serv ice industry, 

Sh e met Steve, wh ose pare nts own ed 

a Pizzeria in Chicago, wh ile th ey 

worked together on updating an area 

restaurant . Soon aft er, th e pair real­

ized they both were cravin g th e kind 

of pi zza they had grown up loving. 

Hailing fro m Queen s , New York, 

An ne tte sai d, s in ce becoming a 

Texan , she has b een on th e hunt fo r a 

good th in-crust pi zza . Aft e r meeting 

Steve and agreei ng th at an afford­

able, great -tasting Italian rest aurant 

was needed in Th e Woodlands, th e 

partner s set out to create Sweet Bell a 

It al ian Kitchen. 

From its golden yel low walls to 

the sim p le hut comfo rt able dini ng 

area. Sw eet Bella has achieved a 

warm, fam ily-Iricndlv atmosphere. 

But. make no mi s tak e, th e reason to 

put this place on your list of favo rit es 

isn't th e decor 01 ' th e ambiance . It is 

th e food (and especia lly the pizza) 

th at will keep yo u co m ing back. 

Out of our sa m pling of zucchini 

chips. artichok e hearts , lasagn a . pep­

peroni pi zza, an gel hair pasta with 

shrim p scampi (a s pecia lty item not 

on th e menu at the time) , a nd th e 

"Oh h, la Chicken ." th e most remark­

able item was th > pizza . We tri ed th e 

peppero ni a nd fou nd it to have a sim ­

pl e ami slightly swe et flavor and a lo t 

of cheese l Th e sauce was spiri ted and 

in goo d qu ant ity, but d id n 't sm other 

th e flavor of the other in gr edi ents . 

Th e Zucchini Ch ips . co nsis ting of 

thin-sliced zucchin i. lightly fried and 

served with a s ide of red sauce , als o 

made a lasting impression, Tasting 

much like chi ps with a twist , the por­

t ion si ze was a m ple and th e tas te 

unique, These were so delicious th at 

we di scarded the fact that they were 

fri ed and convi nce d ourselve s th at we 

cou ld n' t go w rong ea t ing as m uch of 

this "vegetable " as we wanted. 

Th e lasagna was tasty . bu t my 

rev iew by Crysta l Christmas 

favorite ent ree was definitely the 

"Ohh , la Chicke n ." Ta lk about com fort 

food . Th is d ish consisted of a sizable 

bo wl of bowtic past a to pped wit h 

al fredo. g rilled chicke n, and mix ed 

veget ables (sauteed ca rro t and zucch i­

ni st icks) , Th e men u claims the sauce 

is "light" but th at defin itely doesn't 

indicate that it is lacking flavor . 

For des sert we tried th e home­

made Cannoli . Aft er our appetize rs 

and en tr ees , th is servin g of three 

was m ore than en ou gh to s ha re. 

Also on the d essert m enu are 

"Chocola te Hea ven" and the "u nbe­

lievable " Rella Ch eeseca ke. 

On e of the patrons a t the table next 
to us noti ced that we had more toad 

than we cou ld possibly con sume and 

correctly guesse d th at we were review­

ing th e restauran t. Upon con fi rmat ion 

of OIU' purpose, he delightfully shared 

with us that it was his first time to visit 

Swe et Bella and he was duly im press ed 

with th e trout he had ordered, Th ough 

it doesn't appear on th e regular menu . 

An nette did mention that th e resta u­

rant is trying out new dishes all the 

tim e, polling their cus to mers and 

upd at ing accordingly. 

Sw eet Bella is truly a kitchen-style 

restaurant. ' Vhen y'OU walk in , yonr 

ch oices ju m p out at you of f th e lar ge 

menu boards on th e wall. You order 

at the coun ter, lind a table and wait 

for yo ur server to bring out your selec­

tions. Drinks a re sel f-serve and re fills 

a re free (except for w ine, of cou rse). 

Ne xt time we go ba ck, I a lr ea dy 

kn ow that I h ave to try' th e 

Bruschetta and the Hawaiian Pizza.. . 

and maybe the Singi ng Me atball 

Sandwich , o r perh ap s th e Muffulet ta. 
And a tr ip to Sweet Bella wouldn 't be 

co m plete without the zu cch ini ch ips 

or the pepperoni pizza! Oh and I 

almost forgot about th e breakfast 

pi zza 0 11 Sundays. I wonder if you can 

ge t th at wit h a gym membership on 

the s ide... 

Open six days a we ek, se rving 

lunch a nd dinner (and breakfast on 

Sundays), Sw eet Rella is definitely a 

va r i et~:- lover 's drea m . ... ! . 

ADVERTISE 281-290-7444 


